This is a letter on Dr. Romanovsky's recent editorial, in which he asks, "How can a temperature scientist, or a scientist in general, contribute to peace in this world? He or she probably is not in a position to negotiate a cease fire in a confrontation area or prevent a new cold war. Nor can he or she reduce the world's nuclear arsenal, stop the arms race, or remove other countries' military bases from his or her own country. What can he or she do? What can we do?" [1] .
question arises -what have we, educators and scientists, done about it? What have we done for education or peace in or out of the classroom? If we teach at the college level, when was the last time we went to a high school? A grade school? Participated in a Recruitment Day for our current educational setting or an alma mater? Written and called our elected officials? If we are scientists in a business or educational setting, when was the last time we were a judge at a Science Fair? Or conducted a science workshop, e.g., Expanding Your Horizons? [5] .
It is equally important that education flows both ways. It's too easy to sit in committee rooms or classrooms or labs and wonder "how could anybody think that?" It's instructive to go out into "the real world" and listen to what non-scientists think. Why do they think that? Where are they getting their information? What can we learn from them? What information are they using that we don't have that might alter our perceptions? Or what misinformation is out there that we could correct, e.g., why are people listening to a sports celebrity who announces the world is flat?
Let's leave our scientific work spaces and attend a town meeting. Speak up at a "Town Hall" meeting with a representative or senator and listen to other points of view. Join a city planning commission or fact-gathering group. How often have we said, "oh, I'm so busy… . somebody else will do it." Or "nobody will listen to me." Nobody will listen if we do not speak and we will be defeated before we begin. Scientists may find themselves in a new role -educating students who aren't theirs, putting their views and actions out on social media, and promoting political ideas which have never appeared on their syllabi, topics like peace, or state budgets for education.
We may not have Edward Jenner's influence, but we have voices and we have strength in numbers. Can we expect others to raise them in the causes of education and to help others and to benefit peace if we do not? If we do not use our voices, we will never know how powerful we can be. If not now, when?
